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; EDITORIAL 


. SPOPPOCCCCOCOd 


An Earnest Plea 


Because we may differ from our Christian 
brethren on the question of Church union let us 
constantly remember that some of God's most 
faithful and earnest servants are on opposite sides 
in this matter. 





A minister may be for union, his session may 
be against it. But, this should not cause division 
and strife, unless one side or the other approaches 
the matter in an unChristian way. 


Reports have come to the writer from several 
places in the South, telling of acute difficulties 
which have arisen in local churches over the prob- 
lem now facing the church, from both sides. 


Certainly a minister is unwise who would try 
to keep his congregation from knowing both sides 
of the issue. Members of the congregation are 
equally unwise if they attack their minister, simply 
because he is for union, or vice versa. 


If the writer were forced to choose between 
a pastor who is for union but who is at the same 
time preaching and teaching the whole counsel of 
God, or one who happened to be against union 
but who was failing to maintain the evangelical 
position he would without choose the 
former. It is what a minister believes and preaches 
and lives'which makes or breaks his ministry, not 
how he votes, pro or con, on matters having to 
do with a matter of judgment. 


hesitation 


Generally speaking, the ministers of our church 
have increasingly taken steps to see that the mem- 
bers of their congregations have the opportunity 
to hear discussions on both sides of the issue. Where 
they have failed to do so we think they have been 
unwise, but with all our heart we would urge that 
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you love your minister as a Christian brother and 
do not add to his burdens by carping criticism, either 
open or secret. 


A happy solution of the difficult decision now 
facing our church will only be found as we ever 
seek to differ, if differ we must, in a spirit of love 
and mutual respect. Such an attitude is imperative, 
not only during the mon hs immediately ahead but 
also in the future years. 


Paul, writing to the Corinthian Christians about 
a vexing problem having to do with meat which 
had been sacrificed to idols, says: “Jt is easy to 
think we ‘know’ over problems like this, but we 
should remember that while knowledge may make 
a man look big, it ts only love that can make him 
grow to his full stature. For whatever a man may 
know, he still has a lot to learn, but if he loves 
God, he is opening his whole life to the Spirit of 
God.” (Phillips) 


We may differ sharply with our Christian 
brethren. We can do this honestly and frankly, 
but it must be done in love. Otherwise we will 


not honor Him. ——4, N. B. 


Shall The Smaller Govern 
The Larger? 
A Study Of The Plan Of Union 





In a careful study of Presbyterian Government, 
the 1953 USA Assembly acknowledged that ma- 
jorities in that Church had erred in 1837 and in 
1861. It further differed from the majority verdict 
of 1934 which placed the support of the officially 
authorized Board of Foreign Missions on exactly 


the same level with the Word of the Lord estab- 


lishing the Lord’s Supper. It warned that majority 


rule was not enough; the Assembly must seek the 
will of God, not the mere wish of the majority. 


The 1953 General Assembly, U.S., unanimous; 
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requested the inclusion in the Plan of Union of 
the doctrine of the Kingship of Christ as found 
in our Book of Church Order. The inclusion of 
this doctrine in the Plan of Union would have 
given to that Plan what the 1953 USA Assembly 
was reaching for, namely, a mode which would 
seek the will of God rather than the mere wish 
of a majority. But the Plan of Union issued in 
1954 disregarded both the major Assemblies and 
placed majority rule higher even than it now is 
in the Constitution of the USA Church, by making 
it the first article and cornerstone of the chapter 
on Church Government, p. 122. Compared with 
the two General Assemblies, the Joint Negotiating 
Committee and the combined Committees on Union 
are a small minority. Thus, this minority did not 
themselves yield to majority vote when they mag- 
nified majority rule to the nth degree in the Plan 
of Union. Rather a study of the two Assemblies 
and of the Plan of Union, 1954, looks like the 


smaller governing the larger. 


More than that, the Radical Principles set forth 
as the criterion by which truth is to be decided, 
the opposite of what the Westminster Confession 
sets forth. In the Plan of Union the matter shall 
“be finally decided by the collected wisdom and 
united voice of the whole Church.” Now the 
Westminster Confession teaches that synods and 
councils have erred and do err and are not to be 
made the rule of faith or manners. Instead of 
“Radical Principle” criterion that smacks of 
Romanism, the Confession declares that the final 
judge by which all controversies are to be settled 
and in whose sentence we are to rest “can be no 
other but the Holy Spirit speaking in the Scrip- 
ture. 


The Plan of Union has placed principles at the 
focal points in its Form of Government. Prelim- 
inary Principles are its first chapter and Radical 
Principles the opening paragraph of its chapter of 
Church Government. On the other hand, the 
Scripture is the opening paragraph of our Book 
of Church Order and the Kingship of Christ our 
great second chapter. Calvin based the Church on 
the everlasting throne of Christ and Doumergue 
summarizes Calvin’s doctrine thus, ‘““Toujour la 
Christocratie.” The Westminster Assembly wrote 
as the Preface to the Form of Presbyterial Gov- 
ernment what is now the opening paragraph in 
our chapter on the Kingship of Christ. If one 
wishes modern writers, Visser t’Hooft delivered 
the Stone Lectures on The Kingship of Christ. 
Oscar Cullmann first attracted attention with an 
article on that theme and in his sundry writings 


ever stresses that, Jesus is Lord reigning at the 
Right Hand of God. 

Perhaps, John Witherspoon and his colleagues 
had to start with preliminary principles, that is, 
with human reasoning to get a hearing by “the 
educated despisers of religion” in the eighteenth 


century. And there are some good things in the 
Preliminary Principles, however distasteful the 
Radical Principles are. But the whole idea of 


human principles means trying to rest the Church 
on our human justification as though it were a 
human institution. We are much stronger when 
we let it rest where God has rested it, that is, on 
the Reigning Redeemer and on His Word. The 
Reformed or Presbyterian Reformation began with 
the theses of Ilanz and Bern, “The Holy Christian 
Church, of which Christ is the only Head, is born 
of the Word of God, lives of the Word of God 
and hears not the voice of strangers.” In the 
hour of her need, the Confessing Church of Ger- 
many echoed in the theses of Barmen this same 
note of the sole Word that we are to hear in life 
and in death, the Word of the Shepherd and King, 
Jesus Christ. 


As a matter of fact the Bible Church is not 
primarily a democracy. It is first a Theocracy, 
I Cor. 12.28, or a Christocracy, Eph. 4.11, or a 
Pneumatocracy, Acts 20.28. And when one 
comes to the votes of the people, even then he 
does not properly have the idea of a majority 
will in a modern democracy. The vote of the 
Christian people is not democracy’s right to choose 
her spokesman. It is not, as men sometimes 
facetiously say, the right of the rougher element 
to representation. Rather it is God trusting the 
priesthood of believers to choose the men who 
come nearest having the marks God has laid down 
in His Word for office bearers in the Church. And 
these ruling and teaching elders are commissioned 
to be representatives of the people but, as Calvin 
puts it, delegates of Christ. They are to vote not 
with their ears to the ground, but with their 
hearts uplifted to the sole King and the only Law- 
giver in Zion. To treat the majority will as the 
radical, the fundamental, the basic thing in Church 
government is to turn the Church upside down, 
to make the Word of God subservient to the will 
of man—to have the lesser seek to govern the 
GREATER. —W. C. R. 
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PROVIDENCE 


By Gordon H. Clark 


The authors of the Westminster Confession 
compressed the doctrine of the Trinity into one 
section of five lines; but when they came to God’s 
control over all his creatures and all their actions, 
they wrote two fairly lengthy chapters. The eight 
sections of Chapter III outline the Bible’s teaching 
on predestination to life and foreordination to 
death, so that those who sincerely obey the Gospel 
may praise God in humility and be assured of their 
eternal election from the certainty of their effectual 
calling. Chapter V differs in that predestination 
is more specific and providence is more general, 
and also in that it considers God’s controlling 
power during the course of history rather than his 
eternal plan itself. 


The devout scholars who made these chapters 
so long must have done so under the belief, a 
belief amply justified, that the Bible has a great 
deal to say about God’s sovereignty and that it 
is all important. Calvinism proportions its em- 
phases to those of the Bible. 


Not all Christians are Calvinists; some do not 
believe that “all things come to pass immutably 
and infallibly;’ they wish to reserve some sphere 
in which man can be independent of God. It must 
not be supposed that these people are therefore 
lacking in sincerity and devotion or that they are 
outside the fold of Christ. But such is the clarity 
of the Bible in its teaching on God’s sovereignty 
that Presbyterians cannot convince themselves that 
such people have a sufficient understanding to dis- 
charge the responsibilities of an ecclesiastical office. 
They stand in need of further instruction. They 
should study the prooftexts cited by the Confession. 


For example: “He doeth according to his will 
in the army of heaven and among the inhabitants 
of the earth; and none can stay his hand.” (Dan. 
4:35) “Whatsoever the Lord pleased, that did 
he” (Psa. 135:6). “Being predestinated according 
to the purpose of Him who worketh all things 
after the counsel of His own will” (Eph. 1:11). 
And many other verses. 


Because the doctrines of predestination and 
providence are sometimes misunderstood, the Cal- 
vinists, when they explain these doctrines, regu- 
larly try to absolve them of the charge of fatalism. 
Then too, because the words predestination, fore- 
ordination, and election are indisputably in the 
Bible, the non-Calvinists also try to rid the Bible 
of any appearance of fatalism. All of the latter 
and even some of the former succeed better in 
removing the predestination than the fatalism. 


There is a technical and there is a popular view 
of fatalism. Scientists and philosophers are tempted 
to deny that the universe has a purpose. Natural 
processes seem not to be directed to any foreseen 
end. Such is the view of Spinoza, Berirand Russell, 
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and others. Obviously. this is exactly the opposite 
of the Biblical doctrine of Providence. God sees 
the end from the beginning and controls all his 
creatures and all their actions so as to guarantee 
the planned result. In this sense the Bible is not 
fatalistic. A less scientific and more popular view 
of fatalism is that man should sit quietly by and 
do nothing to avert the tragedies which threaten 
him. Not very many people are tempted to believe 
such a theory. It is not much of a danger to Chris- 
tianity. But if a few sre so tempted, they can 
easily see that the Bible commands us to do various 
things. Adam was commanded to subdue nature 
to his needs. Abraham was commanded to leave 
his home. Christ, who was delivered up by the 
determinate counsel of God, went deliberately to 
his death. None of these sat idly by. 


Now, no one denies that the Bible contains 
these commands and these actions. The Bible also 
teaches predestination and election. If a person 
is puzzled and thinks these two facts constitute 
an inconsistency, a puzzle, or a paradox, he ought 
at least to admit that the Bible so teaches. There- 
fore he ought to preach both and slight neither. Un- 
fortunately his bewilderment is likely to reduce 
the force of his preaching. 


But it is not necessary to remain bewildered. 
This is not to say that a man can become omniscient 
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It does mean, however, that the Bible 
itself, all of which is profitable for doctrine, con- 
tains enough information to show that action and 
volition by man are not inconsistent with fore- 
ordination by God. God decreed the peculiar 
status of the Jews, and he decreed to bring it about 
by Abraham’s journey to Palestine. God decreed 
that Joseph would be sold as a slave in Egypt in 
order to preserve the family from famine. God 
decreed the death of Christ from before the foun- 
dation of the world, and therefore Christ stead- 
fastly set His face toward Jerusalem. It was by 
means of, not in spite of, these volitions and actions 
that God had determined to accomplish his purpose. 


The Christian should always remember that God 
is the potter and man is the clay; of the same 
lump God can make a vessel of honor and a vessel 
of dishonor. The Christian should also remember 
that God works in us, of His own good pleasure, 
both to will and to do. So remembering, the Chris- 
tian will be a Calvinist and will praise God that 
his servants at Westminster constructed our Con- 
fession as a standard against error and as a bulwark 
of truth. 


CHURCH PROPERTY 


Does Anyone Have The Legal Right To Vote 
For Anything That Wiil Affect A Church’s 
Property Without Permission From 
The Congregation? 

Pau D. HAsTINGs 





Is it legal under the Standards of the Presby- 
terian Church U. S. for a minister, elder, or any- 
one else to vote for anything that will affect the 
ownership or control of a local church’s property 
without having first obtained permission to do so 
by a vote of the congregation ? 


Under Chapter XI, Par. 45 of our Book of 
Church Order in which is outlined the duties of 
the Deacons, they are given responsibilities among 
others: “They shall have the care of the PROP- 
ERTY OF THE CONGREGATION, both real 
and personal, and shall keep in proper repair the 
church edifice and other buildings BELONGING 
TO THE CONGREGATION.” Then follows 
this restriction: “In matters of special importance 
affecting the property of the church, THEY CAN- 
NOT TAKE FINAL ACTION WITHOUT 
THE CONSENT OF THE CONGREGA- 
TION.” 

When anyone votes for the proposed Plan of 
Union they are voting for a change in the status 
of a local church’s property in that the CONTROL 
of the property is taken away from the congrega- 
tion and given to the Presbytery. 


At the present time a local congregation has 
the right to buy, sell, mortgage, manage, lease 
or dispose of its property as it may see fit, without 
reference to any other ecclesiastical authority or 
agency. This is changed under the Plan of Union 
as follows: Chapter 34, Sec. 12, “A particular 
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Church SHALL 
any of its real property used in connection with 


the work of the church, EXCEPT IN CONSUL- 


NOT sell, mortgage or lease 


TATION WITH 
JURISDICTION.” 

We have asked lawyers what that phrase, “ex- 
cept in consultation with the Presbytery of Juris- 
diction,” means. Without exception they say that 
a local congregation, UNLESS IT FIRST GETS 
PERMISSION FROM THE PRESBYTERY, 
would not be able to give a clear deed of trust if 
they wanted to borrow money on their property 
or a clear title if they wanted to sell it. 


THE PRESBYTERY OF 


Local congregations in our Southern Presby- 
terian Church at the present time both OWN 
AND CONTROL their property. Under the 
Plan of Union, although they retain the deed, the 
control is taken from them and given to the Pres- 
bytery. Again we ask, does any individual or 
group in our Church have the LEGAL RIGHT 
to vote for such an important change affecting 
the property of a local Church without HAVING 
FIRST OBTAINED PERMISSION FROM 
THEIR LOCAL CONGREGATION? Does it 
not leave the ones who do take the responsibility 
of so voting, without the permission of the congre- 
gation, open to any legal action which a local con- 
gregation might decide to take against them? 


Another important fact which each of us should 
consider long and carefully before we vote to give 
the control of a local church’s property to some- 
one else is that in the merger of the Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church with the Northern Presby- 
terian Church some years ago, local congregations 
of some Cumberland Presbyterian churches who 
didn’t want to go into the merger were put out 
of their own church which they had built and paid 
for themselves and these buildings were locked up 
and allowed to rot down unused by anyone. 
Would it not be wise for us to profit by what 
happened to these Cumberland churches and pro- 
tect our local congregations and their property in 
every way possible? 


PRESCRIPTION FOR 


HAPPINESS 
By Willard D. Crunkilton 


Moody Bible Institute 





Over in England, many years ago, a little man 
was working on the highways with pick and shovel. 
Gipsy Smith has related that “he was happy as 
a saved man knows how to be, his face glowing 
like a quarter of an acre of sunshine.” 


Not far off was a gypsy camp, and among the 
many tents was one in which lived a miserably 
unhappy man, one who knew he needed something, 
but did not know what he needed. In his tent, 
the only home he had, there lived with him five 
motherless children, dependent alone on their father 
for love and care. 
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Seeing the happy roadman working with a big 
smile, this bewildered father went over to him and 
poured out all his troubles. Laying aside his shovel 
the laborer went to the gypsy’s tent and talked 
with the man. “I know just what you need,” he 
said. “You want Jesus.” Then he began to tell 
him about Jesus Christ, told him how God loved 
this motherless brood, and what the Lord had done 
for him personally. He prayed with the man and 
with the five children, and left them. 


Listen to Gipsy Smith finish the story: “That 
tent was lit up like a cathedral, and some of the 
light that streamed out of that gypsy tent is shining 
here and now.” 


One of the little ragged gypsies huddled in the 
corner, as forlorn as any boy who ever cried him- 
self to sleep without his mother, was destined to 
become the world-famous evangelist known every- 
where as Gipsy Smith. 


Suppose that laboring man had not been a Chris- 
tian—and a happy Christian! Suppose he had 
not taken time to lead that unhappy father to his 
Saviour! What if he had not been familiar with 


the Bible! 


“Fervent in spirit; serving the Lord” (Romans 
12:11). 





Four Goals For A Church 


As Elders, Deacons, Pastors, and Members, 
what are the specific things we are aiming at in 
our church program? Apart from being sociable, 
kind, charitable, and loving in all our ways, 


can 
we possibly concentrate on certain definite ap- 
proaches that will in the end simplify both the 


efforts and prayers of all our church folks? 


We are going to dare to suggest four vital goals 
which we have adopted in a new pastorate. While 
not being exhaustive, we feel these objectives are 
highly suggestive of fruitful endeavor for a church. 


1. A Bible-Believing and Bible-Studying Church. 
The Bible is not a cross-word puzzle to amuse us, 
nor is it a library to provide us fuel for arguments 
on many irrelevant subjects. “The Bible furnishes 
us with the thrilling story of redemption which 
culminates in the God-Man Christ Jesus, the 
Saviour of all who put their trust in Him. It is 
a dynamic book for time and eternity that we may 
live by both here and out yonder in the presence 
of God. “The words that I speak unto you, they 
are spirit and they are life.” This Book literally 
pulsates with the life of God and tells how it can 
be translated into human experience through faith 
and obedience. 


“Search the Scriptures” needs to be hung per- 
petually over our hearts, if not over our living 
rooms, bedrooms, libraries, and studies. This Book 
needs to be read by every humble worshipper, 
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preached by every minister, believed on and prac- 
ticed by every member of the church. 


We believe it was Leland Wang, the distinguished 
Chinese minister, who said words to this effect, 
“We need most of all a Re-Bible in these days.” 
Also he declared, “No Bible, no breakfast.” When 
the final authority of God’s word is fully recog- 
nized in our church, we believe a new day will 
have already dawned. New life, new power, and 
a new sincerity in dedication will be ours. “Sinners 
will be converted unto Thee.” 


As ministers, we need to preach not only on 
choice texts illustrated with beautiful stories but 
on whole books of the Bible, on extended sections 
of the word, on the great doctrines of our faith, 
on the rich practical admonitions for daily life and 
service, 


Il. A Praying Church: “Men ought always to 
pray,” “Praying always in Spirit.” 


Most Christians do not pray. This may shock 
some and may appear on the surface as extremely 
critical. One has, however, only to witness the 
struggle in multiplied places to get a fair propor- 
tion of the church members to come to prayer meet- 
ings. Such gatherings have been abandoned by the 
score in many churches in recent years. While 
we recognize that in some cases these meetings have 
apparently been supplanted by others; still this does 
not seem to answer the appalling need for more 
prayer. 


Prayer gatherings may assume slightly different 
shapes, sizes, and forms. The writer has seen suc- 
cessful dinner-gatherings for prayer, old fashioned 


prayer meetings, and small prayer groups. Some 


answers nothing short of being marvelous and 
miraculous have been witnessed. We have seen 
souls won, missionaries called, church problems 


ironed out, new churches started, buildings erected, 
ministers secured, and, most anything else, per- 
taining to the work of, the Master’s Kingdom ac- 
complished. Did men do these things? Primarily 
we would say, no. While human beings were the 
participants, still the power was of God and the 
glory belonged to Him. ‘What things soever ye 
desire when ye pray believe that ye receive them 
and ye shall have them.” Whatever the form of 
the group, whatever the time of the meeting, what- 
ever the number of participants still we know 
as always, “Prayer changes things.” The power of 
the Spirit of God is released in mighty measure. 
We need a praying church! 


Ill. A Giving Church: 


“Will a man rob God?” Yes, although he would 
not rob a bank or steal from his fellow man, yet 
we are convinced that millions of dollars are spent 
on purely secular matters that belong to God. This 
withholding of Divine capital has clogged the chan 
nels of God’s grace. 
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On the positive side a church can be trained to 
give through the preaching and practice of Chris- 
tian stewardship. The writer has seen this at work 
in a number of churches and at close hand in a 
Presbytery. He has witnessed benevolent giving 
in the latter increase by approximately four hun- 
dred per cent in twenty years. Tithing, when taught 
over and over again, will bring much joy and great 
blessings to many hearts. It will provide full treas- 
uries to carry on the Lord’s work. We must have 
a giving church! 


IV. A Missionary Church: Our church when 
organized in 1861 declared it was a world-wide 
missionary church. It unfurled its banner before 
the world as such. Every Christian is a missionary. 
Where he will serve is no business of yours or 
mine, but, serve he must. The Great Commission 
has never been abrogated. The times are urgent 
and the good tidings of the King must be swiftly 
sent to all His subjects, ere the night comes when 
no man can travel. Bishop Newbigin in his recent 
book, “The Household of God,” reminds us we 
are living in the “overlap of the ages’”—the time 
between the coming of Christ and His coming 
again—the time given for the apostolic witness 
of the church to the ends of the earth. 


Many churches are drying up on the vine. Their 
missionary witness at home and abroad is unim- 
pressive when compared with their buildings, equip- 
ment and elaborate organizations. Some of us are 
i convinced of our dilatory efforts when we hear 
} at our summer conferences of the Park Street Con- 
gregational Church of Boston which supports one- 
fourth as many missionaries as our entire denom- 
ination. True, this congregation has two thousand 
members, but, it is not, by all reports, a wealthy 
church at that. 
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To be missionary, is to tell the story of God’s 
redeeming love here at home as well as abroad. 
The “streets and lanes” of the city, as well as the 

' “highways and hedges” of the country must be 
traveled if we would fill the Master’s banquet table 
with guests. 


a 


The home and world missionary testimony of 
any church is just as truly a thermometer of its 
spiritual enthusiasm as is the prayer meeting. ‘The 
two guages should hang side by side. The two- 
fold testimony can be expressed both in the giving 


halal 





of mature dollars and immature lives. 
plements the other. 
and abroad will truly burn with increasing bright- 
ness as it holds forth the word of life to dying men 


Each com- 
A missionary church at home 


around the world. 


One of “Ham’s” 
Interesting Letters 


—R. W. C. 





When we visited Kobe, Japan, our friends in the 
Chinese Church there nearly ate us up with affec- 
tion. They gave us several delicious Chinese feasts. 
And of course, I had to preach to them in Chinese. 
Also, I saw the fine work the McLauchlins and 
others of our Japan Mission are doing for our 
U. S. service men in the Union Church. | preached 
there one Friday night, and when I gave the invi- 
tation to accept Christ as Saviour, five sailor boys 
responded immediately. At every service, just be- 
fore a happy playtime together, from one to six 
or more men accept Christ. 


Also, I had the pleasure of preaching in Chinese 
at the Tokyo Chinese Church. One of our fine 
friends, Mr. James Lee, presided. Near the front 
of the Church sat two other friends, Ambassador 
and Mrs. Hollington K. Tong. My sisters and 
I had a delightful visit with Dr. Tong at the 
Chinese Embassy in Tokyo. For twenty minutes 
this great man talked with us, and the main theme 
of his conversation was the condition of the Church 
of Christ in Japan, in Formosa, and back on the 
China mainland. As we separated there in his 
office at the Embassy, | prayed, and then Dr. 
Tong offered a fervent prayer (in English - his 
English is perfect). And we went away thanking 
God that this Ambassador of Free China was also 
and Ambassador of the King of kings. 


Last Sunday, when my two sisters were present, 
| preached in the morning at our Student Center 
(‘Friendship Corner’), and in the evening at the 
Church in the Leper Colony, twelve miles outside 
the city. The light of Christ shining through the 
faces of those Christian lepers always touches my 
heart. 


Here are a few things we have noticed in our 


travels this summer: 

The friendliness of the people in these three 
countries, Japan, Formosa, and Hongkong, towards 
us “foreigners.” 
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The eternal feminine will out: In each of these 
countries we have seen young women doing coolie 
work (such as sweeping streets or hauling bricks) 
in clean print dresses, and with “permanents”’ 
adorning their domes. (N.B. Yesterday a mis- 
sionary friend gave me a new definition of a per- 
manent: “Crookedness in high places!’’). 


Again we are appalled at the way the Japanese, 
and the Formosans and Chinese, are given over 
to idolatry. We visited dozens of beautiful tem- 
ples, and there saw spiritually hungry people wor- 
shipping before grotesque images of gods and 
animals. 


Then, too, we realize how the students of these 
three countries need Christ. They have turned 
from idolatry to atheism (and some to communistic 
atheism), but it has failed to satisfy their hearts. 
Mrs. Hamilton and I realized this keenly as we 
stood by the beautiful Kegon Waterfalls at Nikko, 
and thought of how literally hundreds of students, 
through these last few decades have leaped to death 
at that lovely spot. One brilliant student of Tokyo 
Imperial University, before thus destroying his life, 
left a note saying, “I can find no answer to the 
questionings of my soul.” 


Friends, you and | know the answer: The living 
Son of God is the answer. May we each incarnate 
Him, and that just means let Him live in us in 
such a way that others may come to know Him. 
As He put it in His great intercessory prayer of 
John 17: “That the world may know that Thou 
has sent Me, and hast loved them as Thou hast 
loved Me.” God bless you all. We thank God 


for each one of you. 
Yours in His glad service, 


Estelle and E. H. Hamilton, 


Taipeh, Taiwan, Formosa. 





Still They Come 


Jackson, Tenn. — The following Elders of 
Johnson Memorial Presbyterian Church attended 
the Session meeting Monday evening: N. F. War- 
lick, J. T. Tomlin, J. W. Sawyer, Sr., C. H. 
Jones, J. H. Needham, O. A. Campbell, and E. A. 
Simpson. They all voted for the following motion, 
presented by one of the Elders: “Be it resolved 
that we Elders, present at this meeting on October 
11, 1954, record in our minutes that we do not 
tavor the proposed plan of Union for the Presby- 
terian Churches U. S.; U. S. A.; and United.” 


This motion was adopted by a uanimous vote. 


Milledgeville, Ga. — Believing it to be the duty 
of the Session of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Milledgeville, Georgia to express to the congrega- 
tion its considered judgment on any matter that 
gravely concerns the life of our church, and having 
carefully considered the proposed plan of union 
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of our denomination with the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S. A. (Northern) and the United Presbyterian 
Church, we declare the Session of the First Pres- 
byterian Church of Milledgeville, Georgia to be 
opposed to the proposed union. This declaration 
is to be published in our church bulletin for the 
information of our congregation. 





Still They Come 

Whereas there is now before the Presbyteries of 
the Presbyterian Church in the United States, for 
their approval or disapproval, a Plan of Union 
proposing the merger of the Presbyterian Church 
in the United States, the Presbyterian Church in 
the United States of America, and the United Pres- 
byterian Church, and 


Whereas it is the desire of the Session of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Hattiesburg, Missis- 
sippi to express its judgment concerning the pro- 
posed union, 


Therefore be it resolved that the said Session 
hereby registers its opposition to the union, for the 
following reasons among others: 


1. While there is similarity between the doc- 
trinal and governmental standards of the three 
church bodies, there are nevertheless important dif- 
ferences of attitude toward those standards, the 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. holding to a more 
strict subscription to and application of those stan- 
dards than has characterized the Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S. A. 


2. The provisions for the General Councils and 


other features of the Plan of Union represent an 
un-Presbyterian concentration of authority in the 
hands of a relative few. 


3. The Plan of Union represents a departure 
from the historic position of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S. in such matters as the control 
of congregational property. 


4. The spiritual unity of true believers in Christ 
in the various bodies is already a fact by virtue of 
their common union with Christ and does not de- 
pend upon denominational, organizational unifica- 
tion. 


Be it further resolved that this resolution be 
printed in our church bulletin and a copy be sent 
to The Southern Presbyterian Journal. 

* * * * * 

This action was taken at the regular meeting of 
the Session of the First Presbyterian Church, Hat- 
tiesburg, Mississippi, on October 11, 1954. 


W. J. Stanway, Moderator 
George W. Currie, Clerk. 





“I hereby give and bequeath to the Board 
of Directors of the Southern Presbyterian 
Journal Company (incorporated under the laws 
of the State of North Carolina) $...__ 
for the use and benefit of said company.” 
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ANGLERS 


(By the Editor of The Testament For 
Fishers Of Men) 


Lesson No. 80 
How To Develop 


A Witnessing Church 


Here are twelve suggestions from Dr. J. Camp- 
bell White that are so good we think they are well 
worth the space in the ANGLER’S COLUMN. 


1. Study the Bible Commands and Promises on 
this subject. 


2. “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy mind,” Matt. 22; 37. Have we ever 
given our best thought to the question of HOW 
TO REACH EVERY ONE IN THE COM- 
MUNITY WITH THE GOSPEL? Should this 


objective not be held in our thought steadily? 


3. Should we not all PRAY DAILY for faith- 
fulness in saying a good word for Christ, as we 
have opportunity? 


4. Why not begin the habit of WITNESS- 
ING, by talking with individual CHRISTIAN 


friends about what Christ does for us? 


5. Many persons with whom we talk mention 
their PROBLEMS. Why not ask them if Prayer 
would not help to solve their problems? 


6. Why not secure selected Tracts and Gospels, 
to give away? Over thirty million copies of the 
Gospel of John have been given away, with special 
simple directions at the front and back of the book, 
on HOW TO BECOME A CHRISTIAN. They 
cost 5 cents each, from Moody Press, 820 N. 
LaSalle St., Chicago 10, Ill. “Arranged by T. C. 
Horton.” 


_ 


7. SMALL GROUPS of Christians, conferring 
prayerfully with each other at regular intervals, 
about all problems connected with this subject, are 
all but indispensable to the best spiritual results, 
as proved by experience. 

8. Do we practice the habit of inviting children 
and adults to Sunday School and Church services? 
Is this not a very natural and simple form of 
“Witnessing” ? 

9. Children, including pre-school children, who 
do not attend Sunday School, can be led to join a 
Group near their home, for a Bible Study Hour 
once a week. Many have in this way been led, with 
their parents, into regular fellowship with the 


Church. 


10. Why not ask persons you meet what Church 
they attend? No one takes offense at this question. 
It is rather regarded as a compliment. Yet it often 
opens the way to a serious conversation. Try it. 


11. CHURCH LEADERS are rapidly coming 
to the conviction that practically THE ONLY 
WAY EVER TO REACH ALL THE PEO- 
PLE OF ANY COMMUNITY, is through the 
PERSONAL ACTIVITY OF LAY MEM- 
BERS OF THE CHURCH. If you can get 
even 25% of your Church members to make this 
work of WITNESSING a regular habit, you can 
soon demonstrate that any community can be evan- 
gelized by this method. AND NO OTHER 
METHOD OF ACCOMPPLISHING THIS 
RESULT HAS EVER YET BEEN FOUND. 
Why not begin NOW? 

12. EVERY REAL CHRISTIAN OBJEC- 
TIVE seems to begin with SERIOUS PRAYER. 
Can you not find one or two others with whom 
you can begin to PRAY for this AWAKENING 
throughout the Church? Instead of adding three 
or four percent a year to our church membership, 
we can begin to see the kind of results that Christ 
suggested, in Matt. 13;23 and John 14;12. 





price. 





We Invite Your Inquiry 
MANITOWOC CHURCH 





GENUINE QUALITY CHURCH SEATING 


GENUINE QUALITY in church pews embraces design, mate- 
rial, and workmanship. 


MANITOWOC SEATING represents the most perfect develop- 
ment in pew engineering because it meets all the requirements 
of the perfect pew—comfort, beauty, durability—for lasting 
satisfactory service. 


Manitowoc Church Furniture Company is equipped to supply 
you with church seating of GENUINE QUALITY at the right 


FURNITURE Co. — WAUKESHA, WIS. 
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LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 14 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





A Study In Values 


Background Scripture: Proverbs 11:24- 
28; 13:7; 15:13-17; 16:8, 16; 20:11, 12; 
22:1-5, 9; 28:6-28. Devotional Reading: 
Matthew 6:24-33. 


In any “Study in Values” it is most important to have the opinion of someone who knows. | 
wish to purchase a piece of property, a diamond, or a picture. 
Is the picture from the hand of one of the Old Masters, 
In the early history of our country some of the settlers saw something which glittered 
like gold, and went wild over it until it turned out to be nothing but mica, or “Fools Gold.” 


for it? Is the diamond real or an imitation? 


or is it a copy? 


long time the people of South Africa walked over 
and trampled in the mud the diamonds which no 
one knew were there until one was taken to an 
expert, and then the Diamond Fields of Africa 
became famous. 


Some people set a high value on things which 
are almost worthless. There are parents who em- 
phasize the unimportant and trivial, and neglect 
the most important, in the rearing of their chil- 
dren. They will send the little folk to dancing 
school so that they can be graceful, rather than 
send, or take them to the Sabbath School where 
they can learn of the grace of God. There are 
fathers and mothers who seem to set a higher value 
on their business or pleasure than on their own 
children. Much of the juvenile delinquency of our 
day should be laid to delinquent parents. 

The men of Gadara put a higher value on hogs 
than on men. When they saw the healed man, 
and then saw the destruction of their property, 
they besought Jesus to depart out of their country. 
There are men like that today. They will manu- 
facture strong drink and sell it in order to make 
money knowing that it will destroy men and women 
by the millions. If you try to interfere with their 
ruinous business they will try to run you out of 
town. I knew a preacher who was an ardent Tem- 
perance advocate and the whiskey sellers threat- 
ened to do this very thing. He happened to be my 
brother, and | heard him tell of his experience. 

The only one who knows the true value of 
things is God. Let Jesus speak to us in the Sermon 
on the Mount (Devotional Reading). He sums 
up the whole matter in the familiar words, But 
seek ye first the Kingdom of God and His right- 
eousness, and all these things shall be added unto 
you. Put first things first. A boy saw a sign which 
read, “Safety First,” and remarked, In our town 
we put God first. Even as good a “thing” as 
safety must not take the place of God. Suppose 


Peter and John and Paul had put safety first. 
There would have been no Church. They said, 
in the face of persecution, We must obey God 


rather than men. God knows that we have need 
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may 
Is the property worth the price asked 


For a 





of food and clothes, and houses. These are not 
the most important things, however. Jesus said 
the same thing in different words when He asked 
the question, What will it profit a man if he gain 
the whole world and lose his own soul; lose him- 
self. Multitudes of men and women are putting 
a higher value on the material than on the spiritual. 
They are neglecting the eternal for the temporal. 


I. Liberality or Stinginess: 
Proverbs 11 :24,25. 


“One man gives freely, yet grows all the richer: 
another withholds what he should give, and only 
suffers want.” “A liberal man will be enriched, 
and one who waters will himself be watered.” 
(See also 22:9, and 28:27) 


It is wise to be thrifty and saving; it is foolish 
to be stingy. It is not those who waste and throw 
away who have to give, but those who know the 
value of money and take care of it. A wealthy 
business man was approached for a contribution, 
in the days of the candle, and while they were 
talking he blew out one of the candles. When 
his visitor looked his surprise both at this, and 
at the generous check he was given, the man said, 
I have to give because I save. Let us take good 
care of what God gives us, and give as He directs. 
One man put it this way: “I shovel out, and the 
Lord shovels in, and He has the bigger shovel.” 
Let us never forget that the Lord loves a “hilari- 
ous” giver. 


II. The Righteous and the Wicked: 
13:7; 28:12 and 28. 


“When the righteous triumph, there is great 
glory: but when the wicked rise, men hide them- 
selves.” 


What is the greatest asset to any country? 
righteous people; righteous rulers and righteous 
citizens; for righteousness exalteth a nation, while 
sin is a reproach to any people. History is full of 
illustrations of this important truth; the _ history 
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of Israel, and the history of other nations. France 
has never recovered from the loss of the best peo- 
ple they had when persecution drove them to 
America. France and Italy and other nations are 
“wobbling” now because there are not enough good 
people left to stem the tide of Communism. 


I wonder if we appreciate the value of the Chris- 
tian men and women in America. They are the 
“salt” that is preserving us. America will be 
free and happy only so long as we have such people. 
If the wicked get the upper hand, as they have in 
most lands, men will hide themselves. We will 
have need of the A-Bomb shelters which we are 
constructing all over our country. 


Il. 
15:13. 


A Merry Heart or a Sad Heart: 


“A merry heart maketh a cheerful countenance: 
but by sorrow of heart the spirit is broken.” “A 
merry heart doeth good like a medicine; but a 
broken spirit drieth the bones.” 
is a good medicine,” R. V.) 


(“A merry heart 


It would be difficult to estimate the value of a 
merry, or glad heart. Some people seem to be 
always happy, and such happiness is contagious. 
Paul knew the value of such a heart when he said, 
Rejoice in the Lord always; and again, | say, 
Rejoice. Jesus said that He came that our joy 
might be full. Sadness of heart affects our health, 
spiritual, mental, bodily. A happy heart will save 
many a doctor’s bill, and will also be a fine testi- 
mony to our faith. We can have such a heart if 
we will trust Him. 


IV. A Little, or, Great Treasure: 
15:16,17. 


“Better is a little with the fear of the Lord than 
great treasure and trouble with it. Better is a 
dinner of herbs where love is than the fatted ox 
and hatred with it.” In these verses we are 
weighing the spiritual against the material. Some 
of the happiest people in the world are poor, and 
some of the most miserable are rich. It takes more 
than money and good meals to bring true happi- 
ness. Love, and the fear of the Lord will make 
simple food taste good. Who was richer and hap- 
pier, John the Baptist eating locusts and wild 
honey, or Herod feasting on the fat of the land? 


V. Wisdom or Gold: 
16:16. 


“How much better is it to get wisdom than 
gold.” Gold is the standard of value, As good 
as gold, is a proverb. Some people seem to think 
that there is nothing better, and they scheme, and 
toil, and rob and murder to get it; even sell their 
country and their souls. It can do much when 
used in the right way; we do not wish to under- 
estimate its value. 
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But there is 


wisdom and 
knowledge; the wisdom that comes down from 


something better; 


above. If a man has plenty of money and lacks 
wisdom it will do him little good, and perhaps, 
much harm, for money can be a snare and trap. 
It takes a wise man to use it aright, and not let 
the love of money become a root of all kinds of 


’ evil. 


VI. A Good Name or Great Riches: 
22:1-5. 


When the Louisiana Lottery was formed Gen- 
eral Robert E. Lee was approached, and asked 
if he would allow his name to be back of it, prom- 
ising him a good sum of money. He refused, 
saying, Gentlemen, | have nothing left but my 
good name, and that is not for sale. A good name 
stands for a good character. The name of Robert 
E. Lee is one of the best loved in the South. The 
Name of Jehovah is a strong tower; the righteous 
runneth into it and is safe. 

Vil. Tilling our Land, or following vain persons, 
or pursuits. 
28:19. 


Which is better, To work our own fields, or 
follow worthless pursuits? Solomon tried all sorts 
of “worthless pursuits.” In Ecclesiastes he gives 
us an account of the various things he did, and 
sums it up thus; All is vanity. Suppose he had 
been content to “till his own land,” make Israel 
a righteous nation. What a blessing his reign would 
have been! 


Paul says that we are God’s “Tilled Land.” 
Let us break up the fallow ground and sow and 
cultivate and reap a good harvest. 


VIII. Trusting in our own Heart, or Walking 
Wisely; A Humble spirit, or a proud 
spirit. 28:26; 16:19. Do not trust your 


own heart; trust God. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR NOVEMBER 14 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 





W e Presbyterians 


Hymn: “Great God, How Infinite Art Thou” 
Prayer 

Scripture: I Timothy 4:12-16 
Hymn: “I Sought The Lord” 
Offering 

Hymn: “Faith Of Our Fathers! Living Still” 


INSTRUCTIONS TO PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


The most satisfactory way of presenting this 
program will be to invite someone to speak to 
your young people on this subject. Every church 
will have someone who can do a creditable job 
of discussing Presbyterianism. As possibilities for 
speakers, we suggest your minister, your adult ad- 
visor, or some well informed church officer or 
Sunday School teacher. When you have secured 
your speaker, give him the list of suggestions which 
we are offering below. These are some of the 
points which ought to be mentioned. There will 
be others which the speaker will probably want 
to include. 


It would be very valuable to the young people, 
if you could provide each one with a copy of the 
booklet by Dr. P. B. Hill “What Presbyterians 
Believe.” These booklets may be obtained at a very 
reasonable The 
Journal. 


cost from Southern Presbyterian 


SUGGESTIONS TO SPEAKER: 

It is your task to point out to the young people 
some of the basic beliefs and practices of Presby- 
terians, calling special attention to those which dis- 
tinguish us from other denominations. You should 
have with you copies of the Confession of Faith 
and the Book of Church Order so that your 
hearers may see that we have a definite consti- 
tution. 


As you speak of the constitution be sure to em- 
phasize that it is based on Scripture. The young 
people should know that both the doctrine and the 
government of our church is derived from the Bible. 
We accept the Bible as the Word of God, and we 
look to it as the highest and final authority in 
matters of belief and practice. 


Next you should mention the emphasis our 
church gives to the exalted nature of God. We 
look on God as the high and holy One described 
in Scripture the one who is not limited 
as to His power and wisdom and might. This is 
the best way to come to the subject of pre-destina- 
tion. Whenever people get a vision of God as He 
is, they will not balk at the idea of His ordering 
of His universe and all that is in it. 
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Next you might speak of our belief in the de- 
pravity of human nature. While we are not as 
bad as we can be, we are all stained by sin in 
every part. Everything that we do is affected by 
sin, so that nothing we do is wholly good and 
acceptable to God. All that we are and all that 
we do misses the mark. This means that we can- 
not become acceptable to God through our own 
efforts, and there is nothing we can do to save 
ourselves. 


Of course, we believe that Jesus Christ is the 
eternal Son of God and the only Saviour of sin- 
ners. We believe that the only way to be saved 
is to accept by faith the redemption which Christ 
purchased for us on the cross. Salvation is alto- 
gether by faith in the grace of God, and not at 
all a matter of the works that we do. John Calvin 
said, “It is faith alone that justifies, but faith that 
justifies can never be alone.” That is to say, that 
once we are saved by God, we ought to produce 
good works. 


You will probably want to mention that Pres- 
byterians agree with other Protestants in observing 
two sacraments, baptism and the Lord’s Supper. 
The Lord’s Supper provides spiritual nourishment 
tor us, and we do not believe that the actual body 
and blood of Christ are present in the elements. 
We look on baptism as a symbol of our spiritual 
cleansing, and in our ordinary mode of sprinkling 
we are in agreement with most other churches. 
We practice infant baptism because Scripture 
teaches that God has always included children in 
His plans and promises. 


We believe that our representative form of 
church government is a Scriptural form, and that 
which was practiced in Biblical times. Point out 
how our form of government differs from govern- 
ment by a system of bishops and from congrega- 
tional government. It is usually interesting to 
young people to see how similar our church govern- 
ment is to that of the United States. The reason 
for this, of course, is that the founders of our na- 
tional government were well acquainted with the 
Presbyterian system. 


Feel free to include any other points which seem 
important to you. If, after you have finished your 
presentation, you can lead the young people into 
an open discussion or a question and answer period, 
you can learn how they are thinking, and you may 
be able to help some of them to solve problems of 
faith and understanding. 
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That Man - JOHN KNOX 
That book - The BIBLE 


“I found no Scottish history until I came to John Knox, 
and then Scottish history began.” 


From Calvin's Geneva, John Knox returned to Scotland 
with two burning convictions in his heart: 





SCOTLAND MUST KNOW CHRIST SCOTLAND MUST BE EDUCATED 


John Knox molded Scotland into a Christian and an educated land. From 
that little country, naturally poverty-stricken and with few resources, except 
men, have come some of the more powerful influences of the modern world. 


Christianity and education are powers, when linked together, to make a 
nation truly great. 


Presbyterians in that Reformed Faith of Calvin and Knox must ever be 
concerned about their colleges and seminaries. 


Senior College President Address 
Agnes-Scott ......Wallace M. Alston Sen ....Decatur, Ga. 
Arkansas ..Paul M. McCain. ~--+:+----------Batesville, Ark. 
Austin. John D. Moseley... eee ee cane Sherman, Tex. 
Belhaven : R. McFerran Crowe...........................Jackson, Miss. 
ati csinion shennan oe eee ..Danville, Ky. 
Davidson : oS oat ee John R. Cunningham........................ Davidson, N. C. 
Davis and Elkins.............. -ooossens Re as AON ........ weccecequasee, We Vas 
Flora Macdonald eee le Red Springs, N. C. 
Hampden-Sydney.............................Edgar G. Gammon.................. Hampden-Sydney, Va. 
ad cidaiinictns cee. NT ETT ne Bristol, Tenn. 
Mary Baldwin......... a 8 8=©62hl) lll eee Staunton, Va. 
 * SSR eee EEE Montreat, N. C. 
CO EE Marshall W. Brown...........................-.. Clinton, S. C. 
a jisiaanlniadessccate tia | ee Charlotte, N. C. 
Southwestern ee  ) Cll Ee OU 
Stillman....... ee = —h hl lh )lU Se OS 
Westminster...................... el ll, iadisindaaaaann .....Fulton, Mo. 
Junior College 

NE A Robert G. Landolt.............0....... sicaappitaniiad Jackson, Ky. 
SSR fe) Banner Elk, N. C. 
Mitchell...._.. scetcbeidil ae: 8=€=6=—2C ti“ ®t ST: Statesville, N. C. 
re mstidsied bidentate Na by, eee Raleigh, N. C. 
Presbyterian Junior..................... RAMI Ol, ND iectccncnccneicaiutwaneenanonte Maxton, N. C. 
ae Ser Andrew Edington......... ee ees iN Kerrville, Tex. 
Theological Seminaries 

ae nn eget ewe To, Gwk.............. NOT Ae SEN ES ..Austin, Tex. 
Columbia.............. ee vecccenccssedte MOOMNOWOEL Richard... ....cccccccecee. ..Decatur, Ga. 
i arcaicicsisistiincitieisbiinicnsainsinicill a. | 1” 6 eee Louisville, Ky. 
RET EAR SS Benjamin R. Lacy, Jr..............c-cc-cs--+- Richmond, Va. 
Assembly’s Training School.......... Charles E. S. Kraemer......... ahslitansttatd Richmond, Va. 


PRESBYTERIAN EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF THE SOUTH 


Box 1176, Richmond 9, Virginia 
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Women’s Work 


“Do You Mean 
You Just Walk In?” 


It was May 7, 1953. A slight built young man, 
about college age, wearing neat blue jeans, walked 
into the Society’s District Office in Denver, Colo- 
rado. On being asked if he could be helped, he 
said, “Well, I don’t know, I saw your sign out 
here and came in to find out what a Bible is. A 
man on the bus told me I should read it.” The 
Secretary questioned him enough to find out that 
this was no pose. He actually didn’t know what 
the Bible was. He had heard the name, of course, 
but that was all. He had lived all his life, until 
recently, in New York, and on the bus to Denver 
had gotten into a conversation with a fine old man. 
The old man, after explaining some of his beliefs, 
“Tt’s all in the Bible.” This had aroused the young 
man’s interest. 





The young man was told what the Bible was 
and given some portions. He was also given a list 
of churches near his residence. It was suggested 
that he would find help in the churches and in 
Sunday-chool classes. His final question was, “How 
do you get into a Sunday-school class?” After hear- 
ing the answer he looked up in amazement. “Do 
you mean you just walk in?” 


There are few people in America who, like this 
young man, do not know what a Bible is, but there 
are many, an increasing number, who are not 
familiar with its contents. To turn the tide in 
this growing Bible illiteracy in our beloved land 
is one of the major purposes of the American Bible 
Society. Its concern in this regard is primarily to 
see that every American who does not have a Bible 
shall possess one and be persuaded to use it regularly. 

—From Bible Society Record. 





“All Of Me” 


Take my eyes, O Lord, 
That I may see 

The good that’s in others, 
The sins that are in me. 


Take my tongue and guard it, 
So that the words I say, 
Bring no pain or sorrow 
To any one today. 


Take my hands and use them 
To do the good they can, 
Loving Thee in service 
For my fellow-man. 


Take all of me, my Saviour, 
Help me grow in grace, 

And hear, “She was faithful,” 
When I see Thee face to face. 


Alice Barbour Bennett. 


NOVEMBER 3, 1954 









































“What Is Money?” 
By Harl L. Russell 


A man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of 
things he possesses—Luke 12:15. 


Money is a medium of exchange. 

Money is legal tender. 

Money is a yardstick to measure wealth. 
Money is a necessity. 

Money is power. 

Money has value as related to men. 

Money is a bane or a blessing. 

Money, like music, speaks a universal language. 
Money 


is stored up labor. 


Money is time, ability and energy converted into 
dollars. 


Money is “negotiable you.” 
Money is a fragment of self. 
Money is sacred. 


Money is your lengthened arm “or love’s work- 
ing arm.” 


—From STEWARDSHIP FACTS. 





The Reformation 

What is this Protestantism which grew out of 
the Reformation? Protestantism is freedom of 
conscience; the right to worship as the conscience 
dictates without coercion and to be responsible for 
our own judgments. Protestantism is freedom of 
religion from authoritarian control; it is freedom 
of grace with salvation a free gift of God. Prot- 
estantism is freedom of access to God requiring no 
mediator save Christ, establishing the priesthood of 
every believer. 

The Reformers believed 
man’s approach in faith! 


that God waits for 





Alabama Women 


Of The Church 


The forty-seventh annual meeting of the Women 
of the Church, Synod of Alabama, Presbyterian 
Church U. S., met October the 5th, 6th and 
7th, 1954, in the South Highland Presbyterian 
Church, Birmingham, Alabama, with the Presi- 
dent, Mrs. Glen Liddell, of Camden, presiding. 
Dr. Frank A. Mathes, pastor of the hostess church, 
gave the invocation, and greetings were brought by 
Dr. Roland Sims, Moderator of the Synod. Rev. 
J. Ernest Sumerville gave the main address on 
Tuesday evening, speaking on: “Love in the New 
Testament.” Dr. Mathes was in charge of the 
Communion Service assisted by the elders. 
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On Wednesday morning Mrs. Lloyd K. Boggs, 
first vice-president, presented the printed program 
for the order of business. Greetings were ex- 
tended by the President of the Women of the 
hostess church, Mrs. D. L. Houser; and the Presi- 
dent of the Women of the Church, Birmingham 
Presbytery, Mrs. S. R. Carson. 
made by Mrs. W. B. Dortch. 


Response was 


Following the reports of the General Officers 
and of the Presbyterial Presidents, Mrs. Roy Hea- 
cock, past Synodical President, led in a _ prayer 
of dedication. Mrs. J. R. Winks, Jr., of Bessemer, 
explained the Birthday Objective for 1955. Ed 
Hopper, Chairman of Women’s Work, brought 
a message from Synod. Mrs. E. F. Hildreth, 
Synodical Chairman of the Children’s Home, in- 
troduced Mr. Allen C. Jacobs, President of the 
Home. Mr. Jacobs, assisted by Dr. E. B. Robin- 
son, former head of the Home, gave an interesting 
program, dealing with the history, needs and full 
work of the Home which is located at Talladega. 


Mrs. W. H. Bennett of Dothan, Chairman of 
General Fund Agencies, introduced Dr. Bob Shiver 
Hodges, Jr., of Atlanta, Associate Secretary, Gen- 
eral Council, who brought a stirring message on 
Christian Stewardship. Mrs. J. P. Glass of 
Wetumpka introduced Mrs. W. L. Meux of Mem- 
phis, Tennessee. Mrs. Glass is Chairman of Chris- 
tian Education of the Synodical of Alabama and 
Mrs. Meux is Chairman of the Synodical of Ten- 
nessee. Mrs. Meux brought a clear and compre- 
hensive plan for the Women of the Church to give 
added support to “Southwestern.” 


Church News 


Fall Meeting Augusta-Macon 








Presbytery Against Union 


The Fall stated meeting of Augusta-Macon 
Presbytery met on Thursday, October 21st, in the 
First Presbyterian Church, Milledgeville, Georgia, 
with Rev. J. Frank Alexander, Jr., as host pastor. 
There was a larger attendance both by official 
representatives and visitors than had been the case 
for many meetings. The session was opened with 
prayer by the last Moderator present, Elder F. 
Sibley Bryan. The Moderator-in-nomination hav- 
ing not been elected a representative because of 
his pro-union views, the Rev. Wm. Glenn Dorris, 
pastor of Henry Memorial Presbyterian Church, 
Dublin, Ga., was elected Moderator and served 
most acceptably. 


Much of the unusually long session was taken 
up with the question of the proposed union of the 
three Presbyterian denominations. Most of a large 
number of communications were related to this 
matter in some way. A protracted debate, involving 
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Developing the Full Capacity of Mind, 
Body and Soul. 


PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE 
Marshall W. Brown, President — Clinton, S. C. 











PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Educational excellence. Member Southern Association Col- 
lege and Secondary Schools. Endowed. Christian emphasis. 
A.A. and A.S. degrees. Graduates transfer to Junior Clase 
best colleges. Professor each ten students. Personal atten- 
tion. Scientific tests. Athletics. Two-year business course. 
Preparatory department with llth, 12th grades. Veterans. 
Moderate charges. Scholarships. Self-help. Second semester 
begins January 24, 1955. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Box 38-W — Maxton, N. C. 











PULPIT & CHOIR GOWNS 


Pulpit Hangings — Altar Cloths 
Bible Markers — Communion 
Linens — Bmbroideries — Fabrics 
Custom Tailoring For Clergymen 
10997 Marking 116 

Years Of Service 1953 
To The Chureh And Clergy 


COX SONS & VINING, Inc. 


131 East 23rd Street, New York 10, N.Y. 











Minister desires interview with pulpit commit- 
tees seeking pastor. For further details write c/o 
Box A, Southern Presbyterian Journal, Weaver- 


ville, N. C. 





numerous speakers, centered around the question 
of whether or not the presbytery should vote on 
the plan of union at this meeting. 


Although a strong sentiment was present to 
abide by the recommendation of the General As- 
sembly and not hold the vote on union until after 
January 1, 1955, and some of the representatives 
brought out the fact that their churches had al- 
ready made plans to give further study to both 
sides of the question, when a roll call vote was 
taken the proponents of an immediate vote were 
in the majority by a vote of 27 to 22. This matter 
having been decided the vote on the categorical 
question was held after the supper recess. The roll 
call vote resulted in 32 votes against union and 
12 in favor of union. During this part of the 
meeting especially, under the guidance of the Mod- 
erator, several periods of prayer led by both min- 
isters and elders were observed. 


A highlight of the meeting was the Communion 
Service which followed a message on foreign mis- 
sions by Mr. Jack McLendon of our Mexico Mis- 
sion. The sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was ad- 
ministered by Rev. Donald B. Patterson and Rev. 
Herman Dillard, assisted by elders of several of 
the churches. At the conclusion of this service a 
beautiful tribute to the memory of the Rev. Ed- 
ward M. Somerville was read by Ruling Elder R. 
L. Anderson of the First Presbyterian Church, 
Macon. 
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MAEL.IT STORTSOOR 


FOR CHILDREN 


Make- 





atour CHRIST-HONORING 


OF ALL AGES 


e BIBLE FUN KITS 


Each big gift box of colorful books con- 
tains dot-to-dot puzzles, puzzles to color, 


It Storybooks, and 8 crayons. For 


Primary and Junior children. 
No. 2076, Kit No. 1 $1.00 


a No. 2077, Kit No. 2 1.00 








@ BIBLE STORIES FOR LITTLE FOLK 


44 favorite Bible stories for children from 4 to 8 
years, each illustrated with a full-page picture in soft 


clear color. Beginning with the story of the creation 
and ending with the story of Jesus and the family 
at Bethany, each narrative breathes of God's loving 
care Blue cloth binding with full-color acket 

No. 2736 ost venesueenee $1.95 


@ BIBLE STORIES ABOUT JESUS 


This companion volume to Bible Stories for Little Folk 
contains 44 New Testament stories, each illustrated 
with full-page, full-color Bible-art picture Here are 
the stories from Christ’s life children like best, ar 
ranged in chronological order. For children of all 
ages, through Junior 


No. 2735 6 tbS Sine eee vevecnedan cet 2 0909S 


® SING A SONG OF SUNDAY 


Charming story of what Karen and Johnny do « 


sunday. 7 songs with full-color illustrations. 71/4" x 
958" Glossy Kromekote cover, 24 pages 
CUO. Gs 6 wand cn cnadedvenaketdscosetad . .50¢ 


® BIBLE STORY READERS 


Five carefully graded volumes, containing best-loved 
Bible stories, illustrated in exquisite full color. B 
cloth bound, full-color jacket, 144 pages. No. 3171, 
for children six and under; No. 3172, for children 6 
and 7; No. 3173, for children 7 and 8; No 3174, for 
children 8 and 9; Ne. 3175, for children 9 and 10 


Each, $1.50 






























At Your Bookstore or 








In addition to other matters of business Pres- 
bytery welcomed two candidates for the ministry, 


Mr. 


Robert Floyd and Mr. Otto Kay, and two 


ministers, Rev. 


Daniel B. Churton, pending receipt 


of his official transfer from Kanawha Presbytery, 


and Rey. 


James R. Ellington from North Ala- 


»bama Presbytery. Chaplain Churton is connected 


vith 


\ugusta, 


Veterans Administration Hospital in 
while Mr. Ellington is serving Sibley 


Presbyterian Church, Augusta. 


NOVEMBER 3. 


—Vernon A. Crawford, 


Stated Clerk. 


1954 





Presbytery Of Meridian 
Against Union 


The regular fall meeting of the Presbytery of 
Meridian, of the Southern Presbyterian Church, 
was held on Tuesday, Oct. 19, in the Presbyterian 
Church, Petal, Miss. 


The Presbytery was called to order at 10 A. M. 
by the Moderator, Dr. J. Kelly Unger, pastor of 
the First Presbyterian Church, Meridian, Miss., 
who presided over the session during the day. 
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Words of welcome were spoken by Evangelist 
Howard §. Williams who is serving as supply of 
the Petal Church. The sermon was preached by 
Dr. J. A. Warren, pastor of the Presbyterian 
Church, Prentiss, Miss. This was followed with 
the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper which was 
administered by Revs. Andrew Allison and James 


V. Cobb. 


The attendance at this meeting was one of the 
largest in many years. The official members in 
attendance were thirty Ministers and forty-four 
Ruling Elders representing the churches. There 
were eleven visiting Deacons and a number of 
visiting Ministers and Ruling Elders. 


The business of most interest which came before 
this meeting for consideration was the matter of 
church union, that is, the union of the Southern 
Presbyterian Church, the Northern Presbyterian 
Church, and the United Presbyterian Church. The 
special Committee, of which Dr. Grayson L. Tuck- 
er was Chairman, made its report, and recom- 
mended that the vote on the Categorical Question 
be taken without debate. The vote was taken, and 
the Presbytery voted as follows: for union, six; 
against union, sixty-seven. Thus Meridian Presby- 
tery was overwhelmingly against this church union. 


The annual Stewardship Report, given by Rev. 
W. W. Bagby, Chairman, was adopted. The budget 
for Benevolence, which includes the General As- 
sembly, Synod and Presbytery Causes, was set at 
$91,400.00 for the church year of 1955. This was 
apportioned among the churches of the Presbytery 
in the form of quotas, a certain amount for each 
church. Dr. John Reid Miller of Jackson, Miss., 
addressed the Presbytery on the subject of Stew- 
ardship. 


Dr. G. Thomas Preer, Presbyterian Student 
Worker on the Campus of Mississippi Southern 
College, Hattiesburg, spoke to the Presbytery con- 
cerning the proposed Meditation Chapel to be 
erected on the campus. All denominations are re- 
quested to assist in the erection of this building. 
The Presbytery requested each church in the Pres- 
bytery to make a contribution to assist with this 
building. 


Presbytery accepted the invitation from the First 
Church, Laurel, to meet there for the regular win- 
ter meeting, January 18, 1955. 


A Committee was appointed to install Rev. 
Joseph T. Echols as pastor in the Presbyterian 
Church, Waynesboro, in the near future. 


It was reported to the Presbytery that since the 
July meeting Rev. Richard L. Summers had been 
installed in the First Presbyterian Church, Gulf- 
port; and Rev. Jack J. Wolf installed as pastor in 
the Presbyterian Church, Ocean Springs. 


By a very large affirmative vote the following 
resolution was adopted by the Presbytery: ‘“Where- 
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as, the General Assembly of the Presbyteriar 
Church in the United States (Southern Presby 
terian Church), at its 1954 session, adopted a reso- 
lution wherein a recommendation was made to the 
Presbyteries that segregation should be abolished 
in the churches and church institutions within th 
Presbyterian Church in the United States and that 
said Assembly favored the decision of the United 
States Supreme Court concerning segregation in 
public schools, 


“Therefore, be it resolved, that the Presbytery 
of Meridian at its regular constituted meeting at 
Petal Presbyterian Church, Petal, Miss., does hereby 
deplore the action of the General Assembly in its 
recommendation concerning segregation, and does 
hereby refuse to accept said recommendation as 
wise, or binding upon our consciences, and that a 
copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Stated 
Clerk of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States, and a copy also forth- 
with forwarded to the Stated Clerk of the Synod 
of Mississippi.” 


A memorial service was held during the session. 
A memorial for Rev. David B. Gregory, Picayune, 
Miss., who passed away in August, was read by 
Rev. Walter L. Bader. The Stated Clerk read 
the names of the Ruling Elders who had passed 
away during the past Synodical year. The Pres- 
bytery had a season of prayer remembering the 
families of the deceased. 


—L. A. Beckman, Jr., S. C. 





Vississippi Presbytery 
Against Union 


Mississippi Presbytery in session June 15th, 
1954, received an Overture from the Thomson 
Memorial Church that we take up the matter of 
Union and dispose of the same by taking our vote. 
In order that the churches of the presbytery might 
have time to study the whole plan, voted to place 
the consideration and vote for our October meeting 
of Presby tery. 


Presbytery met today, and took up the whole 
matter and after discussion for and against Union 
took the vote which resulted as follows: 7 for 
Union, 28 against Union. 

Fraternally, 


—A. W. Duck, Stated Clerk. 


The Plan Of Union 


A limited supply of the official Plan providing 
for the Union of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. A., 
and the Presbyterian Church, U. S. and the United 
Presbyterian Church is available. Copies can be 
secured from my office at 25c each and orders will 
be filled as received so long as the supply lasts. 
Please send remittance with order. 

—E. C. Scott, Stated Clerk, 
341-A Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E. 


Atlanta 5, Georgia. 





THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 








in 


ye 


ll 








Frank H. Mann 


Frank H. Mann of Rye, New York, general 
secretary of the American Bible Society died, after 
a short illness, on October 11. 


Mr. Mann was born in May 1883, the son of 
Edwin Murray and Pattie Cowles Mann, in Pet- 
ersburg, Virginia, and was one of a family of ten 
children. 


He graduated from Hampden-Sidney College, 
Virginia, in 1903, receiving Litt. B. and M. A. 
degrees. For some years, following his graduation, 
Mr. Mann was engaged in educational work and 
later became assistant secretary of the Y. M. C. A. 
in Havana, Cuba. He spent a five-year period as 
General Secretary of the American Bible Society, 
following his service in World War I as a First 
Lieutenant in the Field Artillery. 


Subsequently he was engaged in real estate ac- 
tivities, returning to the American Bible Society 
again as general secretary in 1942, where he has 
been responsible for the cultivation of the Society's 
support by the churches. In appreciation of his 
work among the churches, in 1953 the Honorary 
degree of Litt. D. was conferred upon Mr. Mann 
by the Board of Trustees of Moravian College, 
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. 


Mr. Mann planned and conducted the annual 
meeting in December of the Advisory Council, a 
group representing more than fifty denominations 
which approve and support the program of the 
American Bible Society. 


He married Anna C. Rogers in May, 1919, 
who, with two sons, Roger C. and William H. 
Mann, and three grandchildren, survive him. 





Dr. Kraemer Inducted 


As President Of A. T. S. 


The Inauguration of Rev. Charles E. S. Krae- 
mer, D.D., as fifth president of the General As- 
cembly’s Training School will take place on the 
school’s fortieth anniversary, November 4, 1954, 
at 11:00 a. m., Judge M. Ray Doubles, president 
of the board of trustees, presiding. The inaugural 
address by President Kraemer will be the main 
feature of the program. 


Dr. Kraemer, succeeding Dr. Henry Wade 
Dubose, came to the Training School in February, 
1954. A graduate of Davidson College he took 
the B. D. degree from Louisville Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary, and the S. T. M. degree 
from Andover-Newton Theological Seminary. Dr. 
Kraemer has held pastorates in Hawesville, Ken- 
tucky, North Kansas City, Missouri, Leland, Mis- 
sissippi, and since 1945 in the First Presbyterian 
Church of Charlotte, North Carolina. 


NOVEMBER 3. 1954 
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A Compete Briste COMMENTARY. Matthew 
Henry and Others. Moody Press, Chicago, II- 


linois. Price - $6.95. 


This one-volume commentary covers the entire 
Bible. About: one-half of the comments are from 
Matthew Henry. The remainder are from Thomas 
Scott and others of the older writers, whose con- 
tributions are so much sought after these days. 
The material is explanatory, devotional, and prac- 
tical. Teachers and ministers will find this book 
full of fine nuggets for teaching and preaching 
the Word of God today. 

THe Jew AND THe PLAN or Gop. Robert L. 
Evans. Loizeaux Brothers, Bible Truth Depot, 
19 West 2Ist Street, New York 10, New York. 
Price - $2.25. 





Dr. Evans is a well-known Bible teacher. Since 
his retirement a few years ago, he has spent his 
time in writing on Bible themes. It is his aim 
here to answer every question which may arise 
concerning the Jew and to trace his history from 
the call of Abraham to the present day. The book 
contains a wealth of information about the past, 
the present history of the Jew, together with a 
Biblical, prophetical picture of his future sphere 
of service. No intelligent person can afford to 
be indifferent to the place of the Jew in history. 
This book reveals the hand of God in the unique 
history of the Jew. It contains material that will 
be useful in mid-week Bible studies. 


THE FALL AND Ruse oF IsrAeL. William L. 
Hull. Zondervan Publishing Company, Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. $3.95. 

Dr. Hull spent nineteen years in the midst of 
the Holy Land itself and knows first hand what 
is going on in Israel. The author traces the history 
of the nation of Israel from the time of Christ. 
The bulk of his discussion is concerned with pres- 
ent-day conditions, trends, and developments. If 
you are interested in Israel, and developments 
there, this book will be helpful to you. 


Tue Best or JoHN HeNry Jowett. Gerald 
Kennedy. Harper and Brothers, New York, New 
York. $2.00. 

Dr. Jowett is recognized as one of the greatest 
of Christian preachers. He preached to three great 
British Churches and for seven years filled the 
pulpit of Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church in 
New York City. His works are now difficult 
to obtain and most of his books are out of print. 
To satisfy the persistent demand for Jowett’s 
writings, this book is published. It contains a dis- 
criminating selection, culled from twenty-one books 
and lectures. There are thirty-four important ex- 
cerpts in this volume, each of which is of real value. 
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The Pot Is Boiling 


Eleven (11) Presbyteries have already voted on the Plan of 


Union. All eleven have voted against it. 


But, these were expected to vote against union and the issue 


remains fluid until after most of the Presbyteries vote in Jan- 
uary. 


For that reason those who oppose union will continue to 
state their reasons for that position. 


Those for union will be equally active, which is also their 
unequivocal right. 


Let us all—(those for and those against union), make every 
endeavor to present the issues as we see them, without rancor 


and without recriminations, and in a truly Christian spirit. 
We feel the proposed union would be a tragic mistake. 


We would like to correspond with you, giving you our 
reasons for this position. 


Send 15c Stamps For Sample Packet Of Literature 





THE ASSOCIATION FOR TIIE 
PRESERVATION AND 
CONTINUATION OF THE SOUTHERN 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 





H. B. DENDY, Secy. OO WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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